
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Worship Technicians: Bridget Campbell & Alaina Snyder

Dec. 13, 2015 - Blended Worship, 10:15AM
“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
    (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Sing a New Song - 

                “Joy to the World/Shout for Joy”                    Paul Baloche                                  

                “Beautiful One”                                               Tim Hughes                                                      
             “We Adore You”                                             Paul Baloche        




Greetings and Announcements                          Diane Shaffer



*
Praise Hymn                                                        (follow screen)                         

                “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”             Page 119                  


*   
Opening Prayer 

      *
Confession and Assurance                                                                                                    


*
Profession of Faith                                             (follow screen) 

  


Prayer Request                                                                                                                                         


Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 



Hymn -                                                            (follow screen)                                                     

             “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”                    Page 127                                                                                                                     




Scripture -                 Matthew 1:18-25              (follow screen)  

                                     Ritchie Moorehead, Lay Reader                  




Meditation -    Advent Sermon Series - Who Is This Child? 

                                        Week 2 - “The Child Is Savior”




Our Morning Offering                                      

    
Offertory -    “He Shall Reign Forevermore”   Chris Tomlin                           

             Prayer of Dedication 



*
Closing Hymn -                                                  (follow screen)                                                                   
               “Angels We Have Heard on High”                Page 132                                     

      *
Commissioning



*
Passing the Peace Greeting:




All who are able may greet those around them with an 



embrace or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:




Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”



*
Post-Service Music -            “Star Carol”    

 Welcome: On this third Sunday of Advent, we welcome all worshipers as we prepare for the joyous celebration of the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus.  If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave.

December….

Greeters: Rachael Bryson and Ken Bechtel. Announcer:  Diane Shaffer. Acolyte:  Cameron Crum.  

Offering Team (Team 12): Matt Faust, Captain; Jessi Faust, To be announced. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 


Lay Readers:  Dec. 13 - Ritchie Moorhead; Dec. 20 - Carol Knight; Dec. 27 - Ed Berra.   If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).


Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under.  Dec. 13 - To be announced; Dec. 20 - Tracey Cooper; Dec. 27 - Neva Cichy. If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.


Church School Teachers (Adults): Dec. 13 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Dec. 20 - Christmas Program; Dec. 27 - Ann Cooper.   If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 

   
Adult Class  - Social Hall      Choices - Multi-purpose Room         Friends In Faith - Computer Room 

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.   

All Christmas Gifts for Children must be returned today, Sunday, December 13th.  Gifts may be wrapped, please remember to put “ornament” tag with each gift.
Christmas Cards: Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church narthex until December 20th for Christmas cards.   The cards will be on the tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.

Mission Offering (Sept. thru Dec.) is in addition to the Christmas Eve Service Offering which supports emergency needs of members of our own congregation. (Basket is in the rear of the sanctuary or mark “Mission Offering” on your offering envelope.)
Food Donations Needed: U. D. Human Services Food Bank items needed: canned vegetables; beans - (kidney, northern, baked); peanut butter and jelly; soups; pastas;  cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes and pie filling);  cake icing; potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix); canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna; Mac & cheese;  canned fruit; or any other non-perishable food items. Please bring your donations to Valleys on the 1st Sunday of the month.
Giant Gift Cards are available to purchase (before/after church).Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 
No Children’s Church will be held in December. Children’s Church will resume on January 10, 2016.
   Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                  Email - KOHeckard@aol.com

                                      CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.
13 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal) 



2:00PM - Zumba




6:30PM - Youth Group

Dec.
14 -
10:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Carol Reisch, Leader)




7:00PM - Elders Meeting



7:30PM - Dartball - Lykens UM at Valleys

Dec.
15 -
6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

Dec.
16 -
12:00Noon - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party




6:00-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10753




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troop 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




No Choir        No Council Meeting

Dec. 
18 -
7:00PM - Children’s Christmas Program Rehearsal

Dec.
20 -
9:00AM - Youth Christmas Program





10:15AM - Traditional Worship  (Enders) 




Christmas Eve Rehearsal following church




2:00PM - Zumba

Dec.
21 -
10:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Carol Reisch, Leader)




(No Dartball)

Dec.
22 -
6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

Dec.
23 -
6:00-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10753




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troop 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




No Choir

Dec.
24 -   
7:00PM - Christmas Eve Service 
                       (Senior Center is closed that day.)

Dec.
25 -
Merry Christmas! Church Office & Senior Center are closed

Dec.
27 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal) 



2:00PM - Zumba

  Victory Group -Monday evenings, 5:30PM;   Praise Team Rehearsal - 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6:15PM   

                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  *Aliyia Shoop, (Nicole’s daughter); Donna Donahue-Moorhead; Ron Zimmerman; Kermit & Esther Masser; Nancy & Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; John Shoop; Jane Baker; Allen Goss, (Fox Subacute Rm. 113); Gail Shertzer; Tom Hale; Dave Miller Sr., (Russ Miller’s brother);  Etta & Bob Miller; Emily Degnitz; Linda & Michael Hall, (Nicole Shoop’s mother/father-in-law); Bruce Greening, (Ed Dobbin’s neighbor); Pastoral Search Committee.


Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Aaron Thompson; *Amanda & Alejandro Velasco. 


Our Shut Ins: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 

Please inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041).          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Church Attendance for Sunday, Dec 6 was 86.    
Choir will not meet Dec. 16th, 23rd or Dec. 30th. Regular practices will resume on January 6, 2016.

Confirmation Class will not meet on Dec. 20th. Be prepared with lessons 7 and 8 on January 3rd.

Christmas Program: The youth will present the Christmas Program on Sunday, December 20th at 9:00AM.  (Rehearsal will be held during Sunday School and final rehearsal will be held on Fri. Dec. 18 at 7:00PM.)

Christmas Eve Service - Join us on Thursday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a pageant and candlelight service.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. 
Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 3, 2015.
Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held on Sunday, January 17, 2015 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).

2016 Community Calendar: The Valleys ECC has been nominated for the 2016 Community Calendar. The calendar is designed to highlight the great things people are doing to bless others. It helps our community to become more aware of efforts that they can support and/or become aware of programs that can help them and their families by these programs. People vote for their support of others efforts or support people they know that are being featured on the calendar in support of what they are doing.    Votes are $1 a piece and people can vote as often or as much as they would like. All the votes (funds) for The Valleys ECC will go to a charity of Valleys choice.   If you wish to “Vote” for Valleys, there is a sheet in the narthex.  (You may also take a sheet and collect ‘votes’ from your family and friends.)  You may also go to the community calendar website at www.ndcommunitycalendar.org to “vote”.

Halifax Senior Center is open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   The Senior Center meets in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room. Dec. Bible Study Leader - Carol Reisch.   Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  Place coupons for U. S. military families on top of bookcase in the multipurpose (meeting) room.  Senior Center will be closed Dec. 24th & 25th. 

Volunteers Wanted: The Halifax Senior Center Advisory Board is seeking people to be on the board.  Three meetings are held per year to make decisions.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 10:00AM.  Please call Donna Motter (362-3925) if you are interested.

Devotionals: Pick up a Free copy of the (Dec., Jan. Feb.)“Our Daily Bread” devotional (available as you come into the church narthex and also at the sanctuary door.  “These Days” devotional ($5 yearly subscription) is also available.

My Deepest Gratitude . . .


I want to begin by saying you really know how to keep a surprise.  Not one person let the cat out of the bag and that is very difficult to pull off with so many people involved.  I have to say I was  not only surprised, but overwhelmed with your extravagance – you pulled out the best dishes, prepared the most delicious food,   the decorations were beautiful, but the best part of all was being with all of you.


I can’t begin to thank you enough for this wonderful time we had together to celebrate our ministry over the past 13 years.  I thank you for inviting my family.  It was an additional blessing to have them be a part of this celebration.  


I want to thank the council for their planning, and for the many people who prepared the meal and worked so hard in the kitchen.  You went above and beyond in serving others.


I also want to thank you for the very generous gifts which are greatly appreciated, and for the memory book full of letters reminding me of the fun times, sad times, and challenging times that we shared together.  I will cherish those memories and you will always have a very special place in my heart.


God’s blessing of Peace in the Advent Season and whatever God has planned for you in 2016 and in years to come.







Pastor Kris


