The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor 

Worship Technicians: Bridget Campbell & Neva Cichy
December 11, 2016 - Worship, 10:15AM
“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
    (*Indicates: Stand as you are able.)



ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                     Ed Dobbin 


Lighting of the Advent Wreath  -          Neva and Charles Cichy
            (Please see Insert)


*
 “Joy to the World/”Shout for Joy”                        Paul Baloche 




       “For Unto Us a Child is Born/Open My Eyes”    Paul Baloche




 “We Adore You”                                                    Paul Baloche
         *
PRAYER                                                                                                                       




*
CONFESSION:  (In Unison)




Almighty God, you have called us to walk the King’s Highway -- the Holy Way, but we confess that far too often we have preferred to go our own way. Instead of joy and gladness we have found sorrow and sighing. By the power of your Holy Spirit, Lord, forgive our foolish ways, our false choices, and set our feet on the Way which will lead us into your eternal presence. Amen.


*
ASSURANCE: (In Unison)





It will be said on that day, “Lo, this is our God, we have waited for him that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
*   AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (In Unison) 

We know that God is in the world -- was and is and will be.  God made it all, and continues to renew and remake and resurrect.  We know God best in the life of Jesus, who was and is our maker of hope, the one who saves.  We know the power and energy of God in the Holy Spirit.  We are filled with God’s joy and pledged to discipleship and love.  We trust in God.  

We celebrate God.  We work together for justice and peace through God.  We are never alone.  We are free in the chosen bonds of the ways of the Christ.  Thanks be to God!  Amen.



 HYMN -                   “How Great Our Joy!”              Page 144



PRAYER REQUESTS/JOYS



PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER





Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.




SCRIPTURE:             Isaiah 35:1-10                    (follow screen)

                                      Ken Bechtel, Lay Reader     




MESSAGE -                “Joy is Coming!”               




OFFERING                                      

    
OFFERTORY-        “Little Drummer Boy”        Lauren Daigle                   
            PRAYER OF DEDICATION


*
HYMN -                    “Joy to the World!”            Page 125 
      *
BENEDICTION


*
GREETING:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            



RESPONSE:    “And also with you.”  


*
PASSING THE PEACE: Please greet those around you.



*
POST-SERVICE MUSIC      

 Welcome to Worship at the Valleys.  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave.  

	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Dec. Greeters

Ritchie Moorhead, Ken Bechtel
	Dec. Acolyte

Brooke Croutharmel

	Dec. Announcer

Ed Dobbin
	Dec. Offering Team (Team 12)*    To be announced


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering  if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.    
	
	Dec. 11
	Dec. 18
	Dec. 25
	Jan. 1

	Lay Readers
	Ken Bechtel
	Carol Knight
	Ed Berra
	Donna Novinger 

	Nursery Attendants
	Brandi Crum
	Neva Cichy
	Patty Hummel
	Donna Motter

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Christmas Program
	    No Sunday School
	Donna Novinger


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to be a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  Please tell Dave Novinger who will teach Sunday School if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday.

     9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
      Confirmation class – Library

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

MISSION OFFERING for September thru December goes to Christmas Benevolence. You may be put in your offering envelope or in the basket in the rear of the sanctuary.
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase (before/after church).Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.

                                             CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.
11 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class




10:15AM - Blended Worship - Praise Team & Hymnal



6:30PM - Youth Group


Dec.
12 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Ritchie Moorhead)




7:00PM - Elders Meeting




7:30PM - Dartball - St. John’s Lutheran at Valleys

Dec.
13 -
5:30-7PM - Free Community Meal at Valleys



6:00-8PM G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740

Dec.
14 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba



NO Choir Dec. 14, 21, 28, Jan. 4
Dec.
18 -
9:00AM - Birthday Party Celebration to Jesus




10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Hymnal




Christmas Dinner follows Worship Service

Dec.
19 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Ritchie Moorhead)




No Dartball (Christmas Break)
Dec.
20 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740

Dec.
21 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troop 10753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba
                      No Council Meeting in December

Dec.
24 - 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Service

Dec.
25 -
Christmas Day - 



9:30AM -Traditional Worship - Organist - Mission Offering  (No Sunday School)
Dec.
26 -
Valleys Church Office and Halifax Senior Center are closed



7:00PM - Dartball - All Star Game at Messiah Lutheran

Dec.
27 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Tues.-Wed.




6:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740 
Jan.
1, 2017 - New Year’s Day  -                  




10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Organist
                      No Fellowship Meal
  Praise Team Rehearsal - 1st & 3rd Thursday in January, 6:30PM 

         Lighting of the Advent Wreath  -  Neva and Charles Cichy


Leader:

We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace. Today we light the third candles, the candle of joy. This should be the easy one because joy is all around us - in the children, the lights, the music, the gathering together. But how often do we let our preparations -- our memories -- push joy to the side? Joy is like an underground spring that wells up within us, but joy is also a choice, an attitude. Like a muscle, it needs to be exercised. So today we open ourselves trusting that God had already planted it in us. All we need to do is give it care and offer it to share.







                     (Pink candle is lit)



     All:

 Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you made us: you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen.




Leader:
 Rejoice in God always, and again I say, rejoice for God has created you with the capacity for joy.




People:
 We will find what makes us joyful, and make that our gift to the world.




Leader:
 Trusting God’s good will for all of creation and open yourself to God’s gentle, transforming love.

All:
We will welcome new possibilities in our lives.



We will offer ourselves to God’s goodness. 


We will go forth in hope, and peace, and joy.                
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Charlene Baker, (Harrisburg Hosp.); *David Faust, (Holy Spirit Hosp., Sue & Dale’s son); *Nancy Feidt, (The Manor at Susquehanna Village Rm. 310); *Tom & Ann Hale (had surgery); Pastor Dave Guertin; Corrine Heinbaugh; Gary Fetterhoff; Ritchie Moorhead; Mary Cooke; Jane Baker;  Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Aliyia Shoop; Janette Leitzel; Esther Masser;  Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Gail Shertzer; Elmer Feidt; Tom Lauver; Pat & Richard Snyder;  Bob Knight, (Carol Knight’s husband); Ken Klett; Shirley Harris, (Nancy Feidt’s sister);  Lorene Buffington, (Ken Bechtel’s sister); Tricia (Lebo) Hammaker, (Peggy Berra’s niece, out of the hospital (1803 Back Rd, Halifax).
 MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 
    *Janet & Ronald Ziegelbaur; *Covenant World Mission; 

OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman, June Wiest, (Polk Personal Care, Rm. 332)

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                         SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

           *************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

           *************************************************************  
                             Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office (717-896-3118)           

             Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
      CHURCH ATTENDANCE on Sunday, Dec. 4 was 52.

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mail box is in the church foyer until December 18th for Christmas cards. Please check each time you come in to church for your cards (on tables in the social hall).  If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger.
                          UPCOMING CHRISTMAS EVENTS
BIRTHDAY PARTY CELEBRATION TO JESUS on Sunday, December 18 at 9:00AM.  Join us as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus!

CHRISTMAS DINNER will be held on Sunday, December 18 immediately following Traditional Worship Service.  Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, vegetable, dessert, coffee and drink. Please see the sign up sheet in the foyer
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE - Join us on Saturday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. 
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE (December 25) will be a Traditional Service and will begin at 9:30AM rather than our regular time of 10:15AM to give our members a chance to return home for dinner a little earlier than normal. No Sunday School on December 25.
                        UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir, Pastoral Search Committee. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 1 2017.
VALLEYS ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND MEAL will be held on Sunday, January 15, 2017 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided). 
___________________________________________________________________________________
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  December Monday Morning Bible Study Leader is  Ritchie Moorhead. Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  No Card Party in December, next Card party is January 18, 2017.
