
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Organist, Mark & Joanne Enders

 Acolyte, Chris Maichle

HANGING OF THE GREEN’S SERVICE
Sunday, December 1, 2013

10:15 A.M.

The First Sunday of Advent

             (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes



Greetings and Announcements                      Diane Shaffer



*
The Call To Worship 

Laura Roush 



Leader:

How shall we prepare this house for the birth of Jesus?




People:

With branches of cedar, the tree of excellence and strength.



Leader:

How shall we prepare this house for the eternal Christ?




People:

With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever-living, ever green.





Leader:

How shall we prepare this house for the prophet of Galilee?



      People:

With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion, death and resurrection.




Leader:
How shall we prepare our hearts for this revelation of God?




People:
By hearing again the words of the prophets and the promises of God.




Leader:
For in the story of Jesus we see revealed the transforming power of God.




Prelude -                




Meaning of the Service -

Ed Berra
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            The Paraments -

Donna Novinger 




The Lessons -

Matt Faust




The Scripture Lesson:   Isaiah 60:2-3 
Rachael Bryson 

Lighting the Altar Candles


                              (Light the Altar Candles)


Anthem -              “Looking for the Light”


Opening Prayer


The Tradition of the Advent Wreath -
Dan Yutronich


The Scripture Lesson: Malachi: 3:1 -
Donna Motter


Lighting the Advent Wreath


Leader:
Christ is coming.  Christ is always coming, always entering a troubled world, a wounded heart.  And so we light the first candle, the candle of hope, and dare to express our longing for peace, for healing, and the well-being of all creation.

                                   (Blue candle is lit.)


All:

Loving God, as we enter this Advent season, we open all the dark places in our lives and memories to the healing light of Christ.  Show us the creative power of hope.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen.


Hymn 


  “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”
Page 124

The Scripture Lesson: Jeremiah 23:5-6
Aaron Herb


The Cedar


Hymn


    “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
Page 123
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The Scripture Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Theresa Miller


The Evergreens


Hymn


   “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                   
(See Insert)


The Scripture Lesson:  Isaiah 53:1-6
Leon Shaffer


The Holly and the Ivy


Hymn   






  “The Holly and the Ivy”

(See Insert)


The Scripture Lesson:  John 1:1-5, 9-14
Sue Faust


The Christmas Tree


The Chrismon Ornaments

Bridget Campbell


The Lights

Brandi Crum


Blessing of the Tree (In Unison)



Loving God, we come with joy to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, whose path of justice and inclusivity lights a path for all who follow him.  May this tree, arrayed in splendor, remind us of the life-giving cross of Christ, that we may always rejoice in the new life that shines in our hearts.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.






Hymn                 

        “O Christmas Tree” 

(See Insert)


The Scripture Lesson: Luke 2:8-17, 
Jim Davis

                                          Matthew 2:7-11

The Children’s Sermon     “The Nativity”


Hymn


   “Away in a Manger”

Page 158


The Offering & Mission Moment
Ann Hale


Offertory -               
*
Offertory Response:    “We Would See Jesus”

                We would see Je - sus;  lo! His star is shin - ing

                A - bove the sta - ble while the an - gels sing; 

                There in a man - ger on the hay re - clin -ing,




Haste, let us lay our gifts be - fore the King.        

*
Dedicatory Prayer and Lord’s prayer      (Debts & Debtors)
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The Scripture Lesson: I John 2:2
Ed Dobbin




The Poinsettia




Hymn



 
  “I Wonder As I Wander”

Page 139




Pastoral prayer



*
Closing Hymn




  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
Page 128



*
Benediction




*
Piano Postlude & The Trimming of the Tree

Welcome: We are glad you have joined us on the First Sunday of the Advent season.  We invite you to grow in eager expectation of celebrating our Savior’s birth as we prepare spiritually for his birth. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

No Children’s Church Today December 1st.

December Greeters: Brandi Crum and Alvin Duttry. Announcer: Diane Shaffer. Acolyte:  Chris Maichle. December Offering Team: Tom Lauver, Captain; Barbara Lauver, Matt Faust, Jessi Faust.

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Lay Readers: Dec. 1 - Hanging of the Greens - various readers; Dec. 8 - Jim Davis; Dec.15 - Cody Erb; Dec. 22 - Arletta Thomas; Dec. 29 - Ed Berra.. If  you  cannot  read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Church School Teachers (Adults): Dec. 1 - Ken Bechtel II; Dec. 8 -  Ed Dobbin; Dec. 15 - Ann Cooper; Dec. 22 Christmas Program; Dec. 29 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.
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         CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.
  1 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Hanging of the Greens - Food 
Offering; 



Mission Moment  (Upper Dauphin Human Services)





Confirmation Class following Worship Service






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba; 3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold






6:30PM - Youth Group

Dec.
  2  -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri







10:00AM - Bible Study  (Pastor Ron Reitz, Leader)






5:30PM - Prayer Team






6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Leaders






7:00PM - Strategic Planning Team   No Dartball
Dec.
  3 -
11:00AM -  “In It Together”






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463






7:00PM - Deacons

Dec.
  4 -
6:00-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10753






6:30 PM - Mission Meeting






7:30PM - Choir

Dec.
  5 -
12:00Noon - Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner at Halifax






 Ambulance building

Dec.
  8 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Modified Worship






Confirmation Class following Worship Service






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba (No Zumba Gold)

Dec.
  9 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri







10:00AM - Bible Study  (Carol Reisch, Leader)






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10774






No Elders in Dec.






7:30PM - Dartball - St Christopher at Valleys

Dec.
10 -
11:00AM -  “In It Together”






5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10738

Dec.
11 -
7:30PM - Choir

Dec.
12 -
7:00-8:00PM - Zumba

Dec.
15 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Reception of New 


 Members 






12:00Noon - Eat at The Special Place






2:30PM - Meet at church to go caroling to shut-ins






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba; 3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold





                *PRAYER REQUESTS* 

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and 
cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys: *Marissa Faust, (Home); *Mary Zeigler; *Gail Shertzer; *Kelly Prudek, (had an accident); Marissa Faust; Elizabeth Eckroth, (Sue Faust’s sister); Jean (Beaver) Schaeffer, (Friend of June Wiest); Lori Graff; Bob Endy; Elmer Feidt; Colleen Gonder; Allen Goss; Dennis Leitzel; Melba Croutharmel; Pauline Novinger; Etta & Robert Miller; Gregg Gelnett; Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village).

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Barbara Swanson. 


Our Shut Ins: Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; Minnie Baker
Please inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041


*****************************************************************************************************************************


Prayers for Kelly Prudek: Kelly Prudek (our Covenant Missionary) fell about two weeks ago (on her bike) and broke her ankle in three places.  She had surgery and while the prognosis is very good, she will be in a cast for six weeks and then starts rehabilitation.  She will be seriously limited in terms of her normal ministry.  Even though her attitude is good, after a while these things can wear a person down.  Please pray that she can see God’s hand even in her disability; for God’s healing for Kelly and for continued strength in her recovery.

                       SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

**************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

        **************************************************************               
Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Nursery Attendants:  Dec. 1 - Open Nursery; Dec. 8 - Ann Hale; Dec. 15 - Tracey Cooper; Dec. 22 - Shirley Miller; Dec. 29 - Carol Cooper. If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.  
“In It Together”: We offer two opportunities to accommodate those busy schedules. Postings appear on Facebook every Monday morning; you can read the post and respond at your convenience. Also, a group meets at the church on Tuesdays at 11:00 A.M. in the library. We read the Book of Luke.  Each week we read a Chapter, pray, and share our thoughts.  Please join us.   

Valleys Christmas Mail Box is here! - Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church narthex from December 1st until  December 15th for Christmas cards.   The cards will be on the tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.

Christmas Gifts for Children:  Today, Dec. 1st  is the last day to pick an “ornament” from the “Gifts for Children” tree in the narthex! (each child has two ornaments, one - for clothing, one -  for a toy).  Please put your name and the name of the child (and whether it is clothing or toy) on the tablet by the tree.  Gifts may be wrapped, please remember to put “ornaments” tag with each gift. Gifts need to be returned by next Sunday, Dec. 8th. If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger.

Christmas Poinsettias: Today, Dec. 1st is the last day to order Poinsettias! See Gloria Duttry to order.

FREE Community Meal: There has been a growing concern about the declining economy in our nation, the diminishing food stamp distributions and the effects they’re having on the Halifax community. We would like to expand our outreach and provide free community meals to our neighbors in need while building a greater sense of community among all of us. 


The Valleys will host a FREE Community Meal on Tuesday, December 10 from 5:30PM to 7:00PM. Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 

Dinner at The Special Place on Sun. Dec. 15th:  Today, Dec. 1st  is the last day to see Ann Cooper or Gerry Wiest to make your paid reservation!  

Christmas Caroling to Shut-ins: We will go caroling to our shut-ins following the meal at The Special Place next Sun. Dec. 15th.  Everyone is invited to go with us! We will meet at church at 2:30PM. See Donna Novinger if you plan to go along and are not going out to eat.

Christmas Eve Rehearsal will be held on  Sunday, Dec. 22nd following church.

Christmas Program: The youth will present the Christmas Program on Sunday, December 23rd at 9:00AM.  (Practices will be held during Sunday School and also on Friday, December 21st , 7:00 -8:30PM.) 
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C. Place expired coupons in box in narthex (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  Check the calendar in narthex (or Upper Dauphin Sentinel) for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center.

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)!


  Church Attendance for last Sunday, Nov. 24, 2013 was 78. 
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site & Email -  http://valleysecc.org  valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), Home (717-422-5788)  

                             Email - KOHeckard@aol.com

