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Thanksgiving/Ingathering Sunday  

    (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes   




Greetings and Announcements                        



*
Call To Worship -                                            Dave Novinger 



L:
We come today to rejoice in the many blessings God has given us.




P:
We come to give thanks for the abundance of God’s blessings bestowed upon us.



 ALL:
We come to remember that out of our abundance we are to share joyously and generously, that Christ‘s work may be carried out here on earth..






L:
Come, let us worship God!




Prelude -                       “How Great Thou Art”


*
Opening Hymn -                                                              Pg. 64 

                                  “All Creatures Of Our God and King”                                                                             



*
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       





Lord, while we enjoy the bounty of another harvest we know that there are some in our own land and many others throughout the world who go to bed hungry every night.  Use us individually and as a church, we pray, to work at solutions to this problem.  Let us not rest until the world’s bountiful harvest are spread to include all those who hunger.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.



*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung)          



Leader: 
Lord, have mercy upon us.




People:
Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader:
Christ, have mercy upon us.




People:
Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader:
Lord, have mercy upon us.




People:
Lord, have mercy upon us.



*
Assurance of Pardon                                   
   



*
Gloria Patri                                                                      Pg.623


 
*
Profession of Faith:     (In Unison)                          



We believe in God the Father, creator of all things,


We believe in God the Son, who came to reveal that God is love.


We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, our inspiration and counselor.


We believe God has called us together in His church where we share the costs and joys of discipleship and rejoice together in His redemptive love.




Children’s Sermon

Ingathering - Please bring food to the Altar.



Hymn of Preparation -                                                     Pg.  556 

                                          “Now Thank we All Our God”       

                  Prayer cards will be collected during Second Hymn. 



Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer   (Debts & Debtors)            

Choral Response -      “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”           Pg. 614                   




Anthem -                   “Prayer of Thanksgiving”




Scripture -        Luke 15:25-32    June Wiest, Lay Reader 

                                         (Found on Pg. 106 of NT Pew Bible)                                                 




Sermon -               “Thanksgiving‘s Empty Chair”




Our Morning Offering                                      



Offertory -                           “My Tribute” 


*
Offertory Response -  “We Give Thee But Thine Own”     Pg. 620 



*
Prayer of Dedication                                         


*
Closing Hymn -       “Rejoice Ye Pure In Heart”             Pg. 562                                                                        


*
Benediction                                                        


*
Threefold Amen   


     
*
Extinguishing of the Candles  



*
Passing the Peace Greeting:




All who are able may greet those around them with an 



embraceor a handshake, accompanied by such words as:




Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”


*
Postlude -                     “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Welcome: Welcome to worship, one and all! We gather as brothers and sisters in Christ to hear his Word and grow in faith and discipleship. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

Our beautiful Altar flowers are presented to the glory of God by June Wiest in loving memory of her husband Clair.

November Greeters: Cameron Crum and Mike Crum. Announcer: Dave Novinger. Acolyte:  Aaron Herb. November Offering Team: Ann Cooper, Captain; Rahn Cooper, Doris Hand, Dave Hand.

December Greeters: Brandi Crum and Alvin Duttry. Announcer: Diane Shaffer. Acolyte:  Chris Maichle. December Offering Team: Tom Lauver, Captain; Barbara Lauver, Matt Faust, Jessi Faust.

Lay Readers: Dec. 1 - Hanging of the Greens - various readers; Dec. 8 - Jim Davis; Dec.15 - Cody Erb; Dec. 22 - Arletta Thomas; Dec. 29 - Ed Berra.. If  you  cannot  read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Church School Teachers (Adults): Nov. 24 -  Marie Herb; Dec. 1 - Ed Dobbin; Dec. 8 - Ken Bechtel II; Dec. 15 - Ann Cooper; Dec. 22 Christmas Program; Dec. 29 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Nursery Attendants:  Dec. 1 - Brandi Crum; Dec. 8 - Ann Hale; Dec. 15 - Tracey Cooper; Dec. 22 - Shirley Miller; Dec. 29 - Carol Cooper. If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.  

“In It Together”: We offer two opportunities to accommodate those busy schedules. Postings appear on Facebook every Monday morning; you can read the post and respond at your convenience. Also, a group meets at the church on Tuesdays at 11:00 A.M. in the library. We read the Book of Luke.  Each week we read a Chapter, pray, and share our thoughts.  Please join us.   



                                      CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov.
24 -
9:00AM - Sunday School, New Members Class






10:15AM -Traditional Worship - Ingathering Sunday






 Mission Offering  (Fellowship meeting after church)






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba; 3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold

Nov. 
25 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri







10:00AM - Bible Study (Nov. Leader Pastor Ron Reitz)






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10774






7:30PM - Dartball - St. John’s Lutheran at Valleys

Nov. 
26 -
6:00-8:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10738






11:00AM -  “In It Together”; NO choir 

Nov.
27 -
7:00PM - Thanksgiving Eve Service

Nov.
28 -
Happy Thanksgiving Day! Church office and Senior 


  Center Closed - No Meals On Wheels

Nov.
29 -
Senior Center Closed - No Meals On Wheels






7:00PM - Put up Christmas Tree - Helpers are needed!

Dec.
  1 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:00AM - Hanging of the Greens - Food 
Offering; 



Mission Moment  (Upper Dauphin Human Services)





Confirmation Class following Worship Service






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba; 3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold






6:30PM - Youth Group

Dec.
  2  -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri







10:00AM - Bible Study  (Pastor Ron Reitz, Leader)






5:30PM - Prayer Team






6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Leaders






7:00PM - Strategic Planning Team






No Dartball

Dec.
  3 -
11:00AM -  “In It Together”






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463






7:00PM - Deacons

Dec.
  4 -
6:00-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10753






6:30 PM - Mission Meeting






7:30PM - Choir

Dec.
  5 -
12:00Noon - Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner at Halifax






 Ambulance building

Dec.
  8 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:00AM - Modified Worship






Confirmation Class following Worship Service






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba (No Zumba Gold)




           
                *PRAYER REQUESTS* 
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway; 

*Marissa Faust, (Home); *Elizabeth Eckroth, (Sue Faust’s sister); *Jean (Beaver) Schaeffer, (Friend of June Wiest); *Lori Graff; Bob Endy; Elmer Feidt; Colleen Gonder; Jane Bake; Allen Goss; Dennis Leitzel; Melba Croutharmel; Pauline Novinger; Kay Hendershot; Jerry Bower; Etta & Robert Miller; Gregg Gelnett; Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village).

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Barbara Swanson. 


Our Shut Ins: Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; Minnie Baker
Please inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANKSGIVING EVE Service will be held on Wednesday, November 27th at 7:00PM. Please join us as we give praise and thanks to God for the many blessings bestowed on our families, our communities, and our world.

Christmas Tree: Helpers are needed to put up the Christmas tree & wreaths on Fri, Nov. 29th 7:00PM in preparation of Advent Sun., Dec. 1st. Please see Donna Novinger if you can help.

FREE Community Meal: There has been a growing concern about the declining economy in our nation, the diminishing food stamp distributions and the effects they’re having on the Halifax community. We would like to expand our outreach and provide free community meals to our neighbors in need while building a greater sense of community among all of us. 


The Valleys will host a FREE Community Meal on Tuesday, December 10 from 5:30PM to 7:00PM. (Menu: Ham, sweet potatoes, corn, fruit salad, dessert, rolls, coffee, tea, punch.) 

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 

* Short Fellowship meeting today after church-social hall.               
   CHRISTMAS DINNER at The Special Place 

                         SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15th 

Members and friends of The Valleys are invited to join us in fellowship as we gather for dinner at The Special Place on Sunday, December 15th (12:00 noon following worship service)!                          MENU                                  
Choice of:   Broiled Haddock ($18.00) or Roast Beef ($17.00) or
                      Prime Rib ($24.00)
Choice of:   Filling or Sweet Potato
Choice of:   Salad or Soup (Crab or Broccoli)
Choice of:  Asparagus or corn
Meal includes desserts, drinks, and gratuity.
Children: Chicken tenders, fries, applesauce, drink , dessert ($7.50)

                    for children under age 10  (under age 3 - FREE)
See Ann Cooper or Gerry Wiest to make your paid reservations  Nov. 24th and December 1st.
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christmas Caroling to Shut-ins: We will go caroling to our shut-ins following the meal at The Special Place.  Everyone is invited to go with us! We will meet at church at 2:30PM.

Christmas Gift for Children: For a number of years Valleys has been helping to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program. The “Gifts for Children” tree is in the narthex with “ornaments” (each child will have two ornaments, one - for clothing, one -  for a toy).  Please put your name and the name of the child (and whether it is clothing or toy) on the tablet by the tree.  

Gifts may be wrapped, please remember to put “ornaments” tag with each gift. Gifts need to be returned by Sunday, Dec. 8th. If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger.

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Mr. Sticky: The Fellowship Group made a profit of $3164.40 with Mr. Sticky.  Part of the profit will benefit Back-to-School Program. 

Upper Dauphin Human Services Fundraiser Tickets for Burger King (Elizabethville) on Mon., Nov. 25 (5:30-7:00PM) are  available in narthex (by gift tree). See Ann Hale for more details.

   Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)!
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver if you wish to eat at the Senior Center (meals must be ordered in advance). See the Senior Center calendar (on bulletin board in narthex) for list of activities. 

Center is closed on Thanksgiving Day - Thurs., Nov. 28 and on Fri. Nov. 29.  No Meals on Wheels either day.
                             Senior Center Activities

Pinochle Card Party will be held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month from 1:00PM to 4:00PM.                        

Grocery Coupons for Overseas U. S. Military Families: Stop tossing those expired grocery coupons in the trash! The Senior Center is collecting grocery coupons for U. S. military families stationed overseas (they are able to use the coupons on base for up to SIX MONTHS after the manufacturer’s expiration date). Only manufacturer’s coupons are accepted, no local or internet coupons accepted.  Bring them in and place them in the box  in the narthex.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                     Church Attendance for last Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013 was 82.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - http://valleysecc.org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                         Email - KOHeckard@aol.com    

  
Thank God for your blessings not just at Thanksgiving but everyday! Reach out to someone in need with a smile, a hug, a helping hand. You may change someone’s life for the better!

                      SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

**************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

**************************************************************                                     

