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Epiphany Of Our Lord

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
                (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements



*
Call To Worship - 
                                        Arletta Thomas





L:
Where is the child who has been born king?




P: 
The Lord is in his holy temple. Let us pay him homage.




L:
Yes, God is here!  Let us celebrate his presence.




P:
With God’s help we will make our whole life a celebration.




L: 
Come, let us worship God.





Prelude -
        “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past”



*
Praise Hymn -            “We Three Kings”
Pg. 166  



*
Solemn Declaration  






*
Prayer of Invocation



*
Confession:  (In Unison )         
                   




Lord, when we think of those Wise Men of old, who journeyed so far under difficult circumstances to come and kneel before you, we are ashamed of how often we fail to make any effort or put ourselves to any inconvenience in order to come into your presence.   Forgive us, we pray, and strengthen our resolve to make our whole lives a celebration of your goodness toward us.  Amen.


*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                    
Pg. 623


    *
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)   

I  believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;




I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the dead.  On the third day He rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.




I believe in the Holy Spirit,   the holy Christian Church, the communion of the Saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body;  and the life everlasting.  Amen.





Hymn of Preparation -     “What Child Is This?”
Pg. 137


                    Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn. 




Morning Prayer




Anthem -                 “Tell Me About the Star”




Scripture -  Matthew 2:1-12   Donna Novinger - Lay Reader

                                  (Found on Pg. 2 of the NT Pew Bible)

      
Sermon -                 “The Gift of Bread”




Mission Moment -     Denominational Giving




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory -       “If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee”                 



*
Offertory Response -  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 


*
Prayer of Dedication  




Communion Hymn                                                    Pg. 140

                  “A Communion Hymn for Christmas”     (verses 2-5)








The Sacrament of Holy Communion

                                (Please see the Communion Insert)




Christ Himself is the Host at this table.  All are invited who confess Him as Lord and Savior of their lives.  Children are invited to partake of the Communion  at the discretion of their parents, however, children who are not partaking of the Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.



*
Closing Hymn -                                                              

                                   “As With Gladness Men of Old”                 Pg. 163                 


   *
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Passing the Peace Greeting: All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”      



 *
Postlude -               “ A Time for New Beginnings”     


Welcome: We welcome you on Epiphany Sunday as 2014 begins. We come to worship the God of all time and eternity who is also Lord of our individual lives.

January 2014 Greeters: Dennis Croutharmel, (Captain), Ed Berra, Barbara Croutharmel, Brooke Croutharmel. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

  The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Jan 5 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 12 - Doris Hand; Jan. 19 - Renny Witmer; Jan. 26 - Sue Faust. If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Jan 5 - Neva Cichy; Jan. 12 - Donna Motter; Jan. 19 - Patty Hummel; Jan. 26 - Theresa Miller. We can still use more Nursery attendants! If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults):  Jan. 5 - Ed & Peggy Berra;  Jan. 12 - Dave Novinger; Jan. 19 - Bob Endy; Jan. 26 - Marie Herb. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessi Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.   






Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 










                       [image: image1.png]£

Holy Ctﬁﬁgﬁunion




                             The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                            Halifax, PA

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - http://valleysecc.org  Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  

                                         COMMUNION INSERT

Adapted and reprinted from Worship Vessels:  Resources for Renewal.  Copyright 1987 by R. Russell Mitman.  pp. 146-149.
Minister:
The Lord be with you.

People:
And also with you.

Minister:
Lift up your hearts!

People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to our God.

People:
It is our right and duty in all times and all places to give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Unison:
Before the mountains were born or earth or the world brought forth, you are God, without beginning or end.

Minister:
In the beginning you created all things for yourself.  By your word you created the heavens, the earth, and everything that is.  You made us in your own image, and your tender mercy rests upon all your creation.


We praise you for the gift of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by his appearing abolished death and brought eternal life through the gospel.  We bless you for his incarnation, for his life on earth, for his precious suffering and death upon the cross, for his resurrection from the dead and for his glorious ascension.    


We bless you for  the  giving  of the Holy Spirit, for the institution of the church, for the means of grace, for the hope of everlasting life, and for the glory that shall be given us at the coming and in the Kingdom of Christ.

We magnify and praise you, mighty God, heavenly King.  With patriarchs and prophets and martyrs, with the holy church throughout all the world, with the joyful assembly and congregation of the firstborn on high, with the innumerable company of angels round about your throne, the heaven of heavens, and all the powers therein, we worship and adore your glorious name, joining the song of the cherubim and seraphim:

Unison: 
(To be sung)

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full, are full of the majesty of Thy Glory,

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord,  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS:

Minister:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, send down the powerful benediction of your Holy Spirit upon these elements of bread and cup, that being set apart from a common to a sacred and mystical use, they may represent to us with true effect the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, so that in the use of them, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we may be made to partake really and truly of his blessed life.  Amen.

People:
Amen.

BREAKING THE BREAD AND POURING THE CUP

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

Unison:
Almighty God, we give you hearty thanks for the goodness you have shown to us at this time, by feeding us, through these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the precious body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, assuring us thereby that we are incorporated into the mystical body of your Son, and through his death and resurrection are made heirs of your everlasting kingdom.  Grant us the assistance of your grace that we may continue to abide in the fellowship of the saints and to grow daily in the knowledge and love of Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honor and glory forever.  Amen.

                              CHURCH CALENDAR



Jan.
  5 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Holy Communion, 


 Food Offering & Mission Moment (Children’s Church)






No Fellowship Meal in January






Confirmation Class meets following Worship Service






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba (Z Gold meets Thurs. nights)






5:30PM - Youth Group (un-decorate tree)
Jan.
  6 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri






10:00AM - Bible Study  (Pastor Mike Petresky, Leader)






5:30PM - Prayer Team






6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Leaders






6:30PM - Strategic Planning Team






7:30PM - Dartball - Faith U. Methodist at Valleys

Jan.
   7 -
6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463






7:00PM - Deacons






7:30PM - Choir  (take down Christmas tree before choir)
Jan.
12 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Modified Worship (Praise Band)





Noon-5:30PM - G. S. Sock Hop/Cookie Bake






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba (Z Gold meets Thurs. nights)

Jan.
13 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri






10:00AM - Bible Study  (Pastor Mike Petresky, Leader)






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10774






7:00PM - Elders






7:30PM - Dartball - Lykens U. Methodist at Valleys

Jan.
14 -
6:00-8:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10738






7:00PM - Sunday School Meeting

Jan.
15 - 
7:30PM - Choir

Jan.
16 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold






7:00-8:00PM - Zumba
Jan.
19 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Traditional Worship





Congregational Meeting and Meal following






  Traditional Worship service






Confirmation Class following meal






Fellowship Group Meeting following meal.

      Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 26th during Traditional Worship.




       *PRAYER REQUESTS* 


Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway;      *Mark Enders, (surgery); *Alvin Duttry, (Home); *Russell Miller, (Home); *Betty Hile, (ICU); Bill Motter, Dennis Leitzel; Gary Snyder; Mary Zeigler; Bob Endy;  Diane Shaffer; Lori Graff, (Sarah’s daughter); Allen Goss; Elmer Feidt; Pauline Novinger; Melba Croutharmel; Gregg Gelnett.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Heather Askew; *Jared & Hannah Baker.


Our Shut Ins: Minnie Baker; Anna Portzline;  Lydia Peiffer  


Please inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 

URGENT NEED: THE CHURCH IS IN NEED OF A NEW TREASURER TO REPLACE RENNY WITMER.
This position reports to Church Council and is responsible for keeping the church’s financial records and disbursing money as approved by council.  The incumbent works with the Church Financial Secretary to oversee church income and deposits, ensures bills are paid timely and handles all payroll and tax related filings.  Monthly and annual financial statements must  be completed and submitted to the Church Council and congregation.  Strong financial and organizational skills are required for this position.  If interested, please contact Pastor Kris, Donna Motter or Dave Novinger.
                      SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

**********************************************

    If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

**********************************************
   Communion Ushers: Arletta Thomas and Tom Lauver
Un-decorate the Christmas Tree: The Youth Group will un-decorate the Christmas tree this evening (5:30PM).  We need some strong men (at least 4) to help take the tree out. If you can help this evening to un-decorate and take the tree out, or possibly help Wednesday, evening (7:20PM before choir begins, please see Donna Novinger.  Thank You!

Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group Fellowship Group, Choir). Please give the reports to the church secretary by January 8, 2014 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sun. Jan. 19th. 

            ************************************************************
           You are invited to a Christmas Party

                   at the home of Pastor Kris


                            on Sunday, January 12th 

                             from 2:00PM until ?? 

                       Directions will be in the bulletin in January.
           ************************************************************

Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held immediately following our Traditional Worship on January 19th.  Please bring a covered dish (casserole, or vegetable and a dessert).  Ham will be provided by the church.
Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 26, 2014.

Council Re-Organization Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 29th at 7:00PM.  All current and newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend the meeting.
          Church Attendance last Sunday, Dec. 29, 2013 was 68. 
LifeLine Pregnancy Center Baby Bottles: The LifeLine Baby Bottle campaign will begin later in January (January 19th). There will be more details in next Sunday’s bulletin. See Marie Herb if you have any questions.

Souper Bowl of Caring: The Youth Group will participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring on Sunday, February 2nd. More details will be in next week’s bulletin.

2014 Church Envelopes: Please pick up your 2014 Church Envelopes in the narthex! 

Pick up your updated 2013/2014 Church Directory on the table with the Church envelopes in the narthex!

Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime. Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center.
 Youth Group Fundraiser:
 The Youth Group is doing a fundraiser with 2014 wall calendars, Christmas cards, and notepads.  
Calendars are $6.00 donation and Christmas cards (package of 12 cards) are $6.00 donation. Notepads are $2.00 donation.  If you purchase two calendars or two packs of Christmas cards, you get a discount ($1 off total cost). Samples are on the table in social hall or see a youth members, Donna Novinger or Marie Herb to purchase items.  
Mats for Homeless: A box is in the social hall to place plastic shopping bags which will be used to make sleeping mats for the homeless.  (700 bags are needed to make one mat.) Brooke Croutharmel and the Youth Group are working on this project.

 Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)!

