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The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor
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  January 4, 2015

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements


*
Call To Worship 

      Arletta Thomas



L:
We have come to pay homage to the Christ Child.






P:
We have followed the Star of Faith, and it has led us here.




L:  As we offer our praise and thanksgiving let us open the treasure chests of our hearts.




P:
We have come to present the gifts of our lives to our Lord and Savior.

     ALL:
Praise be to God.  Amen.




L:
Come, let us worship God!




Prelude -          “Song For The New Year”     by Steven Scott 



*
Opening Hymn -         “We Three Kings”              Pg.   166                                           

      *
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       





Father God, we have looked for you in all the wrong places, because we have lacked the faith to follow the Star of Hope that would lead us to the Christ Child.  Forgive us, we pray, and through your Holy Spirit enable us to open our lives to your presence.  Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                   Pg. 623


 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  






We believe in God the Creator of all, known to us through perfect love, who has called forth a people of faith.  We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh, crucified and resurrected, our Savior from sin, our peace, and Lord of the church.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, poured out on all believers, our source of inspiration and power.  We commit ourselves to follow Jesus Christ, growing by grace into the image of God, to live as faithful disciples, loving friend and enemy.   Amen.

Hymn of Preparation -                                                 Pg.  155      

                              “Once in Royal David’s City”                           

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Morning Prayer 



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”         Pg. 614




Anthem -               “Tell Me About the Star”




Scripture -   Matthew 2:1-12  (Found on Pg. 2  of NT Pew Bible) 

                                             Donna Novinger, Lay Reader 




Sermon -          “Rise Up And Follow The Star”




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -             “More About Jesus”          by Lani Smith



*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication    

                              The Sacrament of Holy Communion

                                (Please see the Communion Insert)




Christ Himself is the Host at this table.  All are invited who confess Him as Lord and Savior of their lives.  Children are invited to partake of the Communion  at the discretion of their parents, however, children who are not partaking of the Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.



*
Closing Hymn -            
                                                 Pg. 163                                                               
                    “As With Gladness Men of Old”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



*
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Passing the Peace Greeting:     All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Postlude -             “O That Will Be Glory”       by Bob Burroughs
Welcome: We welcome you on Epiphany Sunday. We come from different places in life, literally and figuratively, following the star to meet before the manger. Together, let us worship the newborn King. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address,  and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

January 2015….

Greeters: Wanda Hendershot and Ann Hale. Announcer: Arletta Thomas. Acolyte: Lydia Faust. Offering Team: Dennis Croutharmel, Captain; Ed Berra, Barbara Croutharmel, Brooke Croutharmel.

Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 

Lay Readers: Jan. 4 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 11 - Ann Cooper; Jan. 18 - Diane Shaffer. If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).


Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Jan. 4 - Shirley Miller; Jan. 11 - Donna Motter; Jan. 18 - Patty Hummel.   If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults): Dec. 21 - Jan. 4 - Kenny Bechtel; Jan. 11 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Jan. 18 - Ed & Peggy Berra.   If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: Social Hall - Adult Class;  Library - Friends In Faith; Multi-purpose Room -  Choices.  
    Church Attendance for last Sunday, Dec. 28th  was 51.

                    [image: image1.png]“We saw his star in the east
and have come to worship him.”





                               The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                            Halifax, PA

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  

                                              COMMUNION INSERT

Adapted and reprinted from Worship Vessels:  Resources for Renewal.  Copyright 1987 by R. Russell Mitman.  pp. 146-149.
Minister:
The Lord be with you.

People:
And also with you.

Minister:
Lift up your hearts!

People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to our God.

People:
It is our right and duty in all times and all places to give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Unison:
Before the mountains were born or earth or the world brought forth, you are God, without beginning or end.

Minister:
In the beginning you created all things for yourself.  By your word you created the heavens, the earth, and everything that is.  You made us in your own image, and your tender mercy rests upon all your creation.


We praise you for the gift of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by his appearing abolished death and brought eternal life through the gospel.  We bless you for his incarnation, for his life on earth, for his precious suffering and death upon the cross, for his resurrection from the dead and for his glorious ascension.    


We bless you for  the  giving  of the Holy Spirit, for the institution of the church, for the means of grace, for the hope of everlasting life, and for the glory that shall be given us at the coming and in the Kingdom of Christ.

We magnify and praise you, mighty God, heavenly King.  With patriarchs and prophets and martyrs, with the holy church throughout all the world, with the joyful assembly and congregation of the firstborn on high, with the innumerable company of angels round about your throne, the heaven of heavens, and all the powers therein, we worship and adore your glorious name, joining the song of the cherubim and seraphim:

Unison: 
(To be sung)

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full, are full of the majesty of Thy Glory,

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord,  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS:

Minister:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, send down the powerful benediction of your Holy Spirit upon these elements of bread and cup, that being set apart from a common to a sacred and mystical use, they may represent to us with true effect the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, so that in the use of them, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we may be made to partake really and truly of his blessed life.  Amen.

People:
Amen.

BREAKING THE BREAD AND POURING THE CUP

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)  (Debts/Debtors)

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

Unison:
Almighty God, we give you hearty thanks for the goodness you have shown to us at this time, by feeding us, through these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the precious body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, assuring us thereby that we are incorporated into the mystical body of your Son, and through his death and resurrection are made heirs of your everlasting kingdom.  Grant us the assistance of your grace that we may continue to abide in the fellowship of the saints and to grow daily in the knowledge and love of Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honor and glory forever.  Amen.


                                     CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan.      4 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM - Traditional Worship (Enders) Food 




  Offering Blessing (Children’s Church)




Covered Dish Fellowship Meal following worship



2:00-3PM - Zumba




6:30PM - Youth Group




Annual Reports are due today!


Jan.
  5 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.



10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, Jan. leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team  (No Elders in January)




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Leaders




7:30PM - Dartball - Lykens UM at Valleys

Jan.
  6 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troop 104563

                           (No Deacons in January)

Jan.
  7 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba (Zumba is 




     meeting on Wednesdays beginning in Jan.)

Jan.
  8 -
6:15PM - Praise Team Rehearsal at church

Jan.
11 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:00-10:15AM - Learn Praise Hymns






     
10:15AM Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal) 





Kreig Gammelgard will bring the morning message

Jan.
12 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, Jan. leader)





6-7:30PM Girl Scout Troop 10737





6-8:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 774





7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at St. John’s L. 
 (Berrysburg)

Jan.
13 -
5:30-7:00PM - “Free” Community Meal




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 738 and 740

Jan.
14 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba (now on Wed.)

Jan.
17 -
11:30-1:30PM - Bus Trip Reunion Covered dish Meeting

Jan.
18 -
9:00AM - Sunday School





10:15AM - Traditional Worship - (Children’s Church)

                      Annual Congregational Meeting & Meal immediately





    following Worship Service





3:00PM - Zumba

The following groups meet at Valleys  - Monday - Victory  Group (Weight Loss) - 5:30PM; Tuesdays - Weight Loss Challenge Group - 5:30-7:00PM 

  Pick up your 2015 Offering Envelopes in the narthex.
              


*PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

 *Emily Degnitz, (recovering from surgery); *Ed Berra, (Surgery planned for Jan. 7th); *Gail Shertzer; *Etta & Bob Miller; Allen Goss, (UPMC Hosp., Pittsburgh, Rm. 444);  Dean Etzweiler;  John Shoop; Ken Breeman; Tom Hale; Elmer Feidt. 


Missions: Covenant Missionaries:  *Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Kristina & Erik Amundsen; * Hannah & Jared Baker.


Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman; 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
    ______________________________________________________________________________     
Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 

By purchasing Giant gift cards, you can help raise money for Valleys. Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.     

Youth Group Fundraiser: The Youth Group is selling 2015 wall calendars ($6 each) and 2015-2016 Pocket Planner calendars ($3 each).  Samples are in the narthex. 

NO Deacons and Elders meeting in January. 

On Sunday, January 11th Kreig Gammalgard, Director of Congregational Vitality, will be with us in Worship and bring  the morning message. Please make a special effort to be in attendance.                                                      Pastor Kris

Free Community Meal on Tuesday, January 13th 5:30-7:00PM.  Menu: Pork & Sauerkraut, hot dogs, mashed potatoes, fruit salad, dinner roll, dessert, drinks.  Please see the sign up sheet in the narthex for donations and helpers.

You are invited to a Christmas Open House at the home of Pastor Kris on Sunday, January 11th.  Please come and join in the fun.  There will be food and games for all ages.

Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.) Please give the reports to the church secretary by Today, Sun. January 4th!
Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held on Sunday, January 18, 2015 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).

New Member Class: Anyone who would like to become a member of The Valleys is invited to a New Members Class on Sunday, January 25, 2015 at 6:00PM.
Halifax Senior Center open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Check the calendar on Bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  Jan. Mon. morning Bible Study Leader - Pastor Mike Petresky.  Place coupons for U. S. military families in the green box in the multipurpose (meeting) room where the Senior Center meets now.  
GriefShare seminar: The Valleys ECC Church is hosting a GriefShare seminar sometime after the new year starts. We are in need of table leaders who wish to help others work their way through grief.


If you are interested in helping, call Ritchie R. Moorhead or Donna Donahue-Moorhead at: Home – 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) – 570-517-6787.  You can also contact us after church.


There will be 13 sessions with an introduction, a half hour video and about a half hour table discussion,  Your help will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.
*********************************************************

SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY: If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

*********************************************************   
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