
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
The Rev. Debra Gustafson, Interim Pastor

Worship Technicians: Bridget Campbell & Brooke Croutharmel

January 31, 2016 - Blended Worship, 10:15AM
“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
    (*Indicates: Stand as you are able.)




Sing a New Song - 

                “Sing, Sing, Sing”                                                     Chris Tomlin                                  

                “I Am Free”                                                              Jon Egan                                           
             “Hungry”                                                                  Kathryn Scott



Welcome and Opening Prayer                                   Pastor Deb
                 


*
“I Will Follow”           Chris Tomlin                          (projected)                                                             



  
Prayer Request                                                                                                                                         


Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) (projected)

         “I Have Decided To Follow Jesus”                              Page  376                                                                                                                    




Scripture -            Brandi Crum, Lay Reader              (on screen)  

              New Testament Reading:    Matthew 4:12-25 




Meditation -             “Following Jesus” 

          Installation of Elders and Deacons




Our Morning Offering                                      

    
Offertory -          “No Turning Back”                           Chris Tomlin 
             Prayer of Dedication 




Holy Communion                                            (Please See Insert)




Announcements                                                       Artletta Thomas


*
“Take My Life and Let It Be”                                   Page 379         

      *
Benediction



*
Passing the Peace Greeting:



All who are able may greet those around them with an 
embrace or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”



*
Post-Service Music - “Let All the World in Every Corner Sing”    
 Welcome to Worship: God invites us to come before him in worship — and so we do this day. Let us focus solely on him to hear his Word and glorify our Savior, Jesus Christ. We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the  foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
Rose on the Altar  is in loving memory of Rev. George Tyson.

INSTALLED as ELDERS and DEACONS TODAY (2 year term):

 Elder:           Ed Dobbin                    
 Deacons:      Ritchie Moorhead, Gary Snyder, Scott Miller         



JANUARY GREETERS: Ann Hale and Wanda Hendershot 

   
Jan. Acolyte: Alaina Snyder   Jan. Announcer: Arletta Thomas


OFFERING TEAM (Team 1):  Dennis Croutharmel, (Captain), 


Ed 
Berra, Barbara Croutharmel, Brooke Croutharmel.



FEBRUARY GREETERS: Gerry Wiest and Arletta Thomas


Feb. Acolyte: Brooke Croutharmel Feb. Announcer: Bob Endy

OFFERING TEAM (Team 2):  Shirley Miller, (Captain), 


Carol Knight, Rachael Bryson, Sandy Zimmerman.
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 
LAY READERS:  Jan. 31 - Brandi Crum; Feb. 7 - Gary Fetterhoff; Feb. 14 - Cameron Crum.   If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call the church office (896-3118).

NURSERY: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under.  Jan. 31 - Ann Hale;  Feb. 7 - Marie Herb; Feb. 14 - Brandi Crum.   If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS (Adults): Jan. 31 - Bob Endy; Feb. 7 - Ken Bechtel; Feb. 14 - Ed Dobbin.   If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.       

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 

   
           Adult Class  - Social Hall  Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
           Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
NO CHILDREN’S CHURCH TODAY. Children’s Church will be held on Feb. 7th and Feb. 21st.  

GEORGE TYSON MEMORIAL FUND OFFERING will be received on February 7th. You may include it in your offering envelope and mark it “Tyson Fund” or put it in the basket in the rear of the sanctuary.  For those who may not know, Rev. George Tyson was the pastor at The Valleys for 7 years until he went to be with the Lord. A memorial fund was established by The Valleys to honor Rev. Tyson, which is to be used as a loan for any member of The Valleys who wishes to enter into ministry.  

LIFELINE PREGANANCY BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN: Please mark your name and phone number on the tablet when you pick up the baby bottle(s).  Put your spare change in the bottle. All Baby bottles must be returned by Sunday, February, 21st. See Marie Herb if you have any questions.

COVERED DISH FELLOSHIP MEAL will be held on Sunday, February 7th following church. Please bring a covered dish and  join us.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: The Youth Group will again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring on Sunday, February 7th (Super Bowl Sunday). You can “vote” for your favorite team (Denver Broncos or North Carolina Panthers) to win the Super Bowl.  The Youth Group will decide where the monetary donations will go at their next meeting. We are also asking for donations of non-perishable food items which will be donated to the Upper Dauphin Human Services Food Bank.

UPPER DAUPHIN HUMAN SERVICES FOOD BANK UPDATE: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
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                              The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
   Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                      HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION: 

Leader:    Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! Many will come from east and west and from north and south and sit at the table in the Kingdom of God. This is the Lord’s Table. Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast he has prepared. According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognized him.

CONFESSION OF SIN: (In Unison)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:

Leader:
If we confess  our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (In Unison)


I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:

Leader:
Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ as they are delivered by the apostle Paul: “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, and after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

People:
Christ has died.




Christ is risen.




Christ will come again.

PASSING OF THE ELEMENTS:

   (Pass and hold a piece of bread. We will partake together.)

Leader:
“Take and eat: this is the body of Christ, which is broken for you.”

   (Pass and hold the cup. We will partake together.)

Leader:
“The Blood of Christ, shed for our forgiveness.”

PRAYER:

Unison:
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless God’s Holy name!”




“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits.”

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN

THE BLESSING:

Leader:
Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace. And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. Amen.


                                      CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan.
31 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal)

Installation - Elders/Deacons - Communion; Mission Offering; Confirmation Class follows Worship Service



2:00PM - Zumba

Feb.
  1 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Deb Haskins, Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00PM - Girl Scout Leaders




7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at Lykens U. Methodist




No Elders tonight -Elders is rescheduled to Mon. Feb. 15

Feb.
  2 -
6:00PM - Girl Scout Trps. 10738 & 10740




7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Feb.
  3 -
6:00PM - Girl Scout Troops 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir

Feb.
  6 -
12:00Noon-4:00PM - Social Hall in use
Feb.
  7 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 






10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Enders) - Blessing of Food; Tyson Memorial Offering; (Children’s Church);  
Fellowship Meal/Meeting and Confirmation Class follows Worship Service

Feb.
  8 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Deb Haskins, Leader)




7:30PM - Dartball - St. John’s Lutheran at Valleys

Feb.
  9 -
5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

Feb.
10 -
7:00PM - ASH WEDNESDAY Service

Feb.
13 -
12:00Noon - 8:00PM - Social Hall in use

Feb.
14 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal) 2:00PM - Zumba

Victory Group-Mons, 5:30PM; Praise Team Rehearsal - 2nd &4thThurs, 6:15PM 

         


      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  *Jim Davis, (Holy Spirit Hosp.) Rm. 706; *Ritchie Moorhead, (Home); *June Wiest; *Loretta Brown, (friend of Norine Goss); Allen Goss, (Hershey Med. Center., Rm. 6165); Gail Shertzer, (Home); Aliyia Shoop, (Brian & Nicole’s Daughter); Ron Zimmerman; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Kermit & Esther Masser; Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; John Shoop; Tom Hale; Etta & Bob Miller; Dave Miller Sr.; Bill Troutman, (Hershey Med. Center, friend of Norine Goss); Pastoral Search Committee.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Miho & Grant Buchholtz; *Kristi Byford; *Cathy Campobello. 

OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL will be held at Valleys on Tuesday, February 9th from 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Chicken & Vegetable Pie & gravy, Salad, Fruit Salad, Cornbread, Dessert, Drink.
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE will be held at Valleys on February 10th at 7:00PM.     

INTERIM PASTOR APARTMENT: Do you know someone who would rent a small apartment or in-law apartment in Halifax area to Pastor Deb for five months beginning February 6th?  Please call Donna Novinger at the church office (717-896-3118) with information. Thank you.

                   SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
************************************************

    If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

************************************************ 
ELDERS will not meet on Mon. Feb 1st but will meet on Mon. Feb. 15 at 7:00PM.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE on Sunday, Jan. 17, 2016 was 59. (Church was canceled Jan. 24 due to snowstorm.) 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.   

VOLUNTEERS WANTED: The Halifax Senior Center Advisory Board is seeking people to be on the board.  Three meetings are held per year to make decisions.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 10:00AM.  Please call Donna Motter (362-3925) if you are interested.

GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase (before/after church).Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 
DEVOTIONALS: Pick up a Free copy of the (Dec., Jan. Feb.)“Our Daily Bread” devotional (available as you come into the church narthex and also at the sanctuary door.  “These Days” devotional ($5 yearly subscription) is also available. 

These Days $5 subscription is due.  Please put it in your offering envelope (mark “These Days”) or give it to Donna Novinger.

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   The Senior Center meets in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room. Feb. Bible Study Leader is Pastor Denise Haskins. Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  Place coupons for U. S. military families on top of bookcase in the multipurpose (meeting) room.  
 **********************************************

         

        Council Officers for 2016




Council President – 
          Bob Endy




Council Vice-President –   Dale Faust 





Council Secretary – 
          Wanda Hendershot




Financial Secretary – 
        Diane Shaffer




Treasurer – 

          Rachael Bryson

           **********************************************

Pastoral Search Committee Update:
January 2016 update:


The Pastoral Search Committee is continuing the contacting phase of the pastoral search process. We are evaluating the candidates answers to our questions, and answering their questions about our congregation. This is a two-way street: they want to know us as much as we want to know them.  


All of the candidates are incredibly strong candidates for our church. This makes narrowing our  decision down to first and second more difficult, but this is a good problem to have. It means we have been given qualified candidates capable of being sensitive to our congregation’s needs  and able to lead us  into the future. 


A question was recently posed to the committee, “What if we don’t like who you chose?” This is a good question. We, the Search Committee, will not be the one who chooses our next pastor. 


The Search Committee’s job is to select a potential-pastor candidate for recommendation to the congregation. This means that the committee does the leg-work of finding a godly, qualified pastoral candidate, then we would present the candidate to the church for a congregational vote! 


There will be a future gathering for church members to meet and talk with the potential-pastor after we hear a sermon by the potential-pastor. Afterwards the congregation will vote to accept the candidate or not. 


I hope this will provide you with some understanding of our process. Please continue to pray for discernment for the committee members and our entire congregation. 

                                                               Pastoral Search Committee

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


