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Marie Herb, Lay Speaker; Bob Endy, Worship Leader
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Acolyte, Alaina Snyder

January 3, 2016 

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                        Arletta Thomas 

           *
Call To Worship 
                                                
      




L:
Nations shall come to Christ’s light,




P:
and kings to the brightness of his dawn.




L:
they shall bring gold and frankincense,




P:
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.




L:
In our worship let us open our hearts to the Light of the World.




P:
We too will praise the Lord, and expose our lives to the brightness of his dawn.




L:
Come, let us worship God!

                   



Prelude -             “Song for a New Year”         by Steven Scott




*
Opening Hymn -        “We Three Kings“                  Pg. 166                                   

      *
Prayer of Invocation                    





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       




Lord, when we think of those Wise Men of old, who journeyed so far under difficult circumstances to come and kneel before you, we are ashamed of how often we fail to make any effort or put ourselves to any inconvenience in order to come into your presence.  Forgive us, we pray, and strengthen our resolve to make our whole lives a celebration of your goodness toward us.  Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.



*
Assurance of Pardon                                                
Leader:
 God is not willing that any should feel left out or unwanted, for he calls all to stand within the circle of his love.

*
Gloria Patri                                                                   Pg. 623

 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  






We believe in Personal Faith in Jesus Christ - that Jesus Christ is the incarnate Son of God, who came to live among us, conquered sin and death, offering forgiveness for sin and assurance of eternal life for those who believe in Him.






We believe in The Word of God - the Bible is the only perfect rule of faith, doctrine and conduct.






We practice Worship and Prayer - We exalt and celebrate God for who He is, what He has done, what He is doing and what He will do.






We celebrate the Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The sacraments are a visible and outward sign of an invisible and spiritual grace.






We strive to be Faithful Disciples - Our purpose is to glorify God, celebrate new life in Christ, build up one another in faith and love, proclaim and teach the gospel, and care for the needs of the world. 




Hymn of Preparation -    “One Small Child”              Pg. 164                                

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Our Morning Prayer 



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614




Anthem -            “Room In My Heart For My Lord”




Scripture -      Donna Novinger, Lay Reader 





   Isaiah 60:1-6         (Found on Pg. 807 of OT Pew Bible)



    Matthew 2:1-12     (Found on Pg. 2 of NT Pew Bible)                                    
                    






Sermon -              “Wise Men Still Seek Him”




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -       “Chanson”             by Alexandre Guilment



*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

    *
Prayer of Dedication  



*
Closing Hymn -        “Joy to the World”                   Pg. 125                                        



*
Benediction: 



Leader:
We have followed a star to find him. He tells us that the light is no longer only in heaven. Indeed, we are the light of the world. Let your light so shine before all that they may see your good works, and give glory to your Father God who is in heaven; and the blessing of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you. Amen. 


*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Passing the Peace Greeting:     All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words 
           as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Postlude -         “God of The Ages”            by Franklin Ritter

Welcome: The wise men followed a star to Jesus. You, too, have followed the Holy Spirit’s leading and have come to worship him. Welcome to worship.  If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 


January 2016 Greeters: Ann Hale and Wanda Hendershot 

   
Jan. Acolyte: Alaina Snyder   Jan. Announcer: Arletta Thomas


Offering Team (Team 1):  Dennis Croutharmel, (Captain), Ed 
Berra, Barbara Croutharmel, Brooke Croutharmel.
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 

Lay Readers:  Jan. 3 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 10 - Ann Cooper; Jan. 17 - Diane Shaffer.    If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  the  church secretary (896-3118).

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under.   Jan. 3 - Donna Motter; Jan. 10 - Theresa Miller;  Jan. 17 - Patty Hummel;  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
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                                                  The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
          CHURCH   CALENDAR
Jan.
  3 -
Epiphany Sunday -




9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:15AM - Traditional Worship  (Enders) 




Fellowship Meal/Meeting and Confirmation Class 


  follows Worship Service



2:00PM - Zumba

Jan.
  4 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Gerry Hile, Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00PM - Girl Scout Leaders




7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at St. John’s Lutheran

Jan.
  5 -
Girl Scouts Troops 10738 & 10740




(No Deacons until after Council Reorganization Meeting)

Jan.
  6 -
6:00PM - Girl Scout Troops 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




6:30-7:30PM -  Girl Scout Troop 10728




7:30PM - Choir

Jan.
  7 -
6:15PM - Praise Team Rehearsal
Jan.
10 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal)




  (Children’s Church)




12:45-5PM - G. S. Cookie Bake/Sock Hop Event




6:30PM - Youth Group

Jan.
11 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Gerry Hile, Leader)




7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at St. Christopher Lutheran

Jan.
12 -
5:30-7PM - Free Community Meal



6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

Jan.
13 -
6:00PM - Girl Scout Troops 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir

Jan. 15-16 -
7:00PM-8:30AM - Youth Group Lock-In
Jan.
17 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal)




  (Children’s Church)




Annual Congregation Meeting meal follows church
Victory Group-Mons,5:30PM; Praise Team Rehearsal - 2nd&4th Thurs, 6:15PM   

*PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

*Gary Fetterhoff, (Home); *Jim Davis; *Allen Goss, (Fox Subacute Rm. 113); *Aliyia Shoop, (Brian & Nicole’s Daughter, surgery on Jan. 4); *Jennifer Miller, (Marie Willard’s granddaughter); *Tana Sader, (Marie Willard’s niece); Gail Shertzer; Ron Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Kermit & Esther Masser; Donna Donahue-Moorhead; Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; John Shoop; Tom Hale; Etta & Bob Miller, (June Wiest’s sister and brother-in-law); Dave Miller Sr., (Russ Miller’s brother);  Bruce Greening, (Ed Dobbin’s neighbor); Linda & Michael Hall, (Nicole Shoop’s mother/father-in-law); Rodney Smith, (5 years old); Lynda Manning; Jodi Russell, (Friend of Ed Dobbin); Pastoral Search Committee.
Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Kristina & Erik Amundsen; *Hannah & Jared Baker.

Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 


If  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call Council President, Shirley Miller (896-3219).
    ______________________________________________________________________________

Church Attendance for Sunday, Dec 27 was 108.    

Church School Teachers (Adults): Jan. 3 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Jan. 10 - Marie Herb; Jan. 17 - Jessi Faust;   If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 

   
Adult Class  - Social Hall      Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church).

Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 

Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (The following groups still need to turn in reports: Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.) Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 3, 2015.

Choir: Choir practice will resume on January 6.

Apple Dumpling Fundraiser: See Shirley Miller to order your Apple Dumplings (1 Pan of 4 dumplings for $10 made by Baby Cakes Bakery) by Sunday, January 10th! Delivery Date is January 19th.  All orders must be paid at time of order!
Free Community Meal will be held on Tues. Jan. 12th from 5:30-7:00PM. The menu is Chicken, filling, corn, salad, dinner rolls, dessert, drink.

Youth Group Lock-In will be held on Fri. Jan. 15th 7:00PM thru Sat. morning Jan. 16th 8:30AM. Please see Donna Novinger  or Marie Herb by January 10th for registration forms.

Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held on Sunday, January 17, 2016 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).

Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 24, 2016 during Blended Worship.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. 
Halifax Senior Center open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Check the calendar on Bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  January Bible Study Leader will be Gerry Hile. Place coupons for U. S. military families on the book shelf in the multipurpose (meeting) room.  

Volunteers Wanted: The Halifax Senior Center Advisory Board is seeking people to be on the board.  Three meetings are held per year to make decisions.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 10:00AM.  Please call Donna Motter (362-3925) if you are interested.
“These Days” Devotionals:  All people who receive the “These Days“ devotion booklets, the $5 yearly subscription is due in January.  You may put in in your weekly envelope (please mark “These Days” on it) or you may give it to Donna Novinger.
Pastoral Search Committee Update:
"The Pastoral Search Committee has narrowed our search to four candidates, whom we have begun to contact. Names must remain confidential so please respectfully refrain from asking committee members for details about any candidate. 

We also cannot give you a timeframe to know when we might complete this part of the process, as you are probably aware building relationships does not happen overnight. Some of you have expressed various concerns or insights to committee members. 

We thank you for your concerns and hope that you can recognize that this process is not something we take lightly, nor will we at any time during this journey. 

Above all, we are prayerfully seeking the person God chooses to lead this church forward. It is the reason why we continually go before God in prayers for wisdom and discernment, and why we ask for your continued prayers for the group as well. 

We thank you for your love, support and prayers as we move forward on the journey. A special thank you to our anonymous encourager - your letter both encouraged and inspired the group as you reminded us, "He does not call the equipped, He equips the called." 

                                                 Love and Blessings to you, 

                                                 Pastoral Search Committee
The Pastoral Search Committee was recently informed that some people in the congregation are under the impression that the search committee has already selected the permanent pastoral candidate. This is NOT correct. 


As was mentioned in the recent update, the committee has narrowed the search to four candidates, but no candidate has been selected yet. We do not want members of the congregation to be mislead by false information. 


To be clear: the search committee HAS NOT SELECTED A PERMANENT PASTOR AT THIS TIME. 


Please be patient with this process, I realize that waiting is hard but keep your faith in God and trust that He is guiding us. 

If you have questions please see Marie Herb directly, but be prepared that if you are asking for sensitive information you will be told "I cannot discuss this."

                                                  -Pastoral Search Committee
                         CANDIDATES FOR 2016

 (to be voted on at Jan. 17th Annual Congregational Meeting )

Elders:            Diane Shaffer            (2 year term)

                         Ed Dobbin          (2 year term)

Deacons:        Wanda Hendershot       (2 year term)

                        Ritchie Moorhead   (2 year term)

                        Gary Snyder        (2 year term)

                        Scott Miller         (2 year term) 

Adult Sunday School Superintendent:

Assistant:      Dave Novinger            (1 year term)

Youth Sunday School Superintendent:

Assistant:      Brandi Crum              (1 year term)

Sunday School Secretary:

Assistant:      Dale Faust                (1 year term)

Nominating Committee:

                      Pete Bryson        (2 year term)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

**********************************************

    If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

**********************************************    


