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January 17, 2016 

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                        Arletta Thomas 

           *
Call To Worship 
           (Psalm 49)                                        
      




L:
When I waited patiently for you, O God, you bent down to me and heard my cry.




P:
You put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.




L:
I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord.




P:
Do not, O Lord, withhold your mercy from me; let your steadfast love and faithfulness keep me safe forever.




L:
Let us worship God!





Prelude - “Prelude on Austrian Hymn”         by Joanne LeDoux




*
Opening Hymn -        “Softly and Tenderly“               Pg. 326                                   

      *
Prayer of Invocation                    





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       







Heavenly Father, we know that you sent your Son into the world as “the Lamb of God”, humble and faithful.






Cleanse us from all forms of pride!






Search our motives, conscious and unconscious.  We acknowledge that our true spiritual condition without Jesus Christ is bankrupt and destitute.






Cleanse us from every form of hypocrisy and our tendency to give the impression we are better than we are.






Give us the grace to share our failings with you and when appropriate, with mature Christians. Keep us faithful in our work ethics, our marriage vows, our celibacy in singleness, and our desire to encourage and bless others.






Strengthen our resolve to make our whole lives a celebration of your forgiving grace and goodness toward us through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.




Hymn of Preparation -    “Just As I Am”                   Pg. 342                               

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Our Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

    


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   



*
Assurance of Pardon                                                


*
Gloria Patri                                                                   Pg. 623

 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison) 




We believe in one God, maker and ruler of all things, Father of all people, The source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love.  We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, our Teacher, Example, and Redeemer, the Savior of the world.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for guidance, for comfort and for strength.  We believe in the Word of God contained in the Old and New Testaments as the rule both of faith and of practice.  We believe in the church as the fellowship for worship and service of all who are united in the Living Lord.  This we believe!





Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614




Anthem -                    “Brighter Than Snow”



Scripture -      Diane Shaffer, Lay Reader 





   Psalm 40:1-11    (Found on Pg. 619 of OT Pew Bible)



    John 1:29-42       (Found on Pg.  124 of NT Pew Bible)                                    
                    






Sermon -              “Who Is Looking for Who?” 




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -               “Aria”             by George Handel



*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication  



*
Closing Hymn -       “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”         Pg.  1                                      



*
Benediction: 


*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Passing the Peace Greeting:     All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Postlude -   “Praise Ye The Father”            by Charles Gounod

Welcome: Welcome to worship this winter morning! As brothers and sisters in Christ, we gather to praise his name, hear his Word and be strengthened to share his love with others. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 


January 2016 Greeters: Ann Hale and Wanda Hendershot 

   
Jan. Acolyte: Alaina Snyder   Jan. Announcer: Arletta Thomas


Offering Team (Team 1):  Dennis Croutharmel, (Captain), Ed 
Berra, Barbara Croutharmel, Brooke Croutharmel.
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 

Lay Readers:  Jan. 17 - Diane Shaffer; Jan. 24 - Sue Faust; Jan. 31 - Brandi Crum;    If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  the  church secretary (896-3118). 

   [image: image1.png]



                                                  The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan.
17 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 






10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Enders) (Children Ch).




Annual Congregation Meeting/meal follows church




Confirmation Class follows meal



3:00PM - Zumba

Jan.
18 -
Senior Center closed -Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

                       (No Bible Study)




7:30PM - Dartball - Messiah Lutheran at Valleys

Jan.
19 -
6:00-3:00PM - Pick up Apple Dumpling Orders at church




9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Tues.-Thurs.




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 1740

Jan.
20 -
6:00PM - Girl Scout Troops 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir

Jan.
24 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal)




  (Children’s Church) Installation - Elders/Deacons -




  Communion; Mission Offering




2:00PM - Zumba

Jan.
25 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs




10:00AM - Bible Study (Gerry Hile, Leader)




7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at Faith U. Methodist

Jan.
26 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Trps. 10738 & 10740

Jan.
27 -
6:00PM - Girl Scout Troops 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728




7:30PM - Council Reorganization Meeting


Jan.
31 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 






10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Hymnal)




2:00PM - Zumba

Victory Group-Mons,5:30PM; Praise Team Rehearsal - 2nd&4th Thurs, 6:15PM   

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church).

Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 
Church Attendance for Sunday, Jan. 10th  was 78.    

  
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

*Jim Davis, (Stonebridge Health & Rehab. Rm. 6); *Allen Goss, (Hershey Med. Center., Rm. 6165); *Gail Shertzer, (had surgery); *Bill Troutman, (Hershey Med. Center); Aliyia Shoop, (Brian & Nicole’s Daughter); Gary Fetterhoff; Ron Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Kermit & Esther Masser;  Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; John Shoop; Tom Hale; Etta & Bob Miller; Dave Miller Sr.,;  Pastoral Search Committee.
Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Heidi & Konroy Boeckel.

Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 


If  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call Council President, Shirley Miller (896-3219).
    ______________________________________________________________________________
Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under.   Jan. 17 - Patty Hummel;  Jan. 24 - Shirley Miller; Jan. 31 - Marie Herb;   If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults):  Jan. 17 - Jessi Faust;  Jan. 24 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 31 - Bob Endy; If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.           9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 

   
Adult Class - Social Hall      Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 

Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal is on Sunday, January 17, 2016 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat provided).

Apple Dumpling Fundraiser Delivery Date is January 19th from 6:00AM to 3:00PM.

Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 24, 2016 during Blended Worship.  Holy Communion will be administered during the service. 
Baby Bottles: Lifeline Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle campaign begins today Sunday, Jan. 17th (Sanctity of Life Sunday). Please mark your name and phone number on the tablet when you pick up the baby bottle(s).  Put your spare change in the bottle. All Baby bottles must be returned by Sunday, February, 21st. See Marie Herb if you have any questions.

Halifax Senior Center open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Check the calendar on Bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  January Bible Study Leader is Gerry Hile. Place coupons for U. S. military families on the book shelf in the multipurpose room.  Senior  Center Pinochle Card Game is on Wed. Jan. 20th Noon to 3:00PM
Volunteers Wanted: The Halifax Senior Center Advisory Board is seeking people to be on the board.  Three meetings are held per year to make decisions.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 10:00AM.  Please call Donna Motter (362-3925) if you are interested.
“These Days” Devotionals:  All people who receive the “These Days“ devotion booklets, the $5 yearly subscription is due in January.  You may put in in your weekly envelope (please mark “These Days” on it) or you may give it to Donna Novinger.

The Pastoral Search Committee was recently informed that some people in the congregation are under the impression that the search committee has already selected the permanent pastoral candidate. This is NOT correct. As was mentioned in the recent update, the committee has narrowed the search to four candidates, but no candidate has been selected yet. We do not want members of the congregation to be mislead by false information. To be clear: the search committee HAS NOT SELECTED A PERMANENT PASTOR AT THIS TIME. Please be patient with this process, I realize that waiting is hard but keep your faith in God and trust that He is guiding us. If you have questions please see Marie Herb directly, but be prepared that if you are asking for sensitive information you will be told "I cannot discuss this."

                                                  -Pastoral Search Committee
Pastoral Search Committee Update:

       #January 2016 update:

The Pastoral Search Committee is continuing the contacting phase of the pastoral search. We are evaluating the candidates answers to our questions, and answering their own questions about our congregation as honestly as possible. This is a two-way street: they want to know us as much as we want to know them.  All of the candidates we are contacting are incredibly strong candidates for this church. It may make our  decision making all the more difficult, but this is a good problem to have. It means we have been given  viable candidates capable of being sensitive to our congregation’s needs  and able to lead us  into the future. A question was recently posed to the committee, “What if we don’t like who you chose?” This is a good question, and I hope that our answer will help to put your minds at ease. The Search Committee’s job is to select a potential-pastor candidate for recommendation to the congregation. This simply means that the committee does the leg-work of finding a potential-pastor candidate, contacting a candidate, checking references, etc. of which we would present to the church for a congregational vote. There would be some form of gathering for church members to meet and talk with the potential-pastor and also hear a sermon by the potential-pastor. Afterwards the congregation will have the opportunity to vote to accept the candidate or not. You do have a say in this process - it is not only at the discretion of the committee. I hope this will provide you with some understanding of the process. Please continue to pray for discernment for not only the committee members but also as a congregation. 
                                                               Pastoral Search Committee
                SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

**********************************************

    If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

**********************************************

