THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Cailey Crum
January 1, 2017 - 10:15 AM
“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                                 Arletta Thomas

Prelude -       “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him”          





*
Call To Worship 
           
      


      L:
Give praise to the Lord God Almighty, and to Christ our Savior!

     P:
for our God is the Creator of the Universe and the giver of life.


L:
In Christ we are given our salvation and life abundant and eternal.


P:
As Christ returns, the Church will be a part of God’s holy celebration.



L:
In that day there will no longer be pain or suffering, only God’s love.

      ALL:
Blessed be the name of the Lord!


*
Hymn -     “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”        Pg. 6                       
      *
Opening Prayer    



*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       



           

O God, with the passing of time we have often allowed the effects of the years to cause us to panic, and we even begin to listen to the world calling us to doubt that You and eternity are real. Forgive us, Lord, and help us move forward with our living witness that the resurrection of Christ was real and that eternity belongs to the faithful in Christ. In Christ we pray. Amen.
*
Kyrie:         (To Be Spoken/Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   
*    Assurance of Pardon: (In Unison)

God promises to dwell with us, to ease our pain and wipe tears from our eyes. Dare to trust, for God accepts us as we are, that we might become all we are meant to be. God grants us the opportunity to repent. It is a gift that leads to new life. Accept God’s offer of new life in Christ.


*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  



I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hades;  the 
third day he rose again from the dead;    he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.





  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints,   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body;  and the life everlasting.  Amen.



Hymn  -        “What a Friend We Have in Jesus        Pg. 435                                                                                                                                                       

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  






Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614



Anthem -              “Room In My Heart For My Lord”




Scripture -   Revelation 21:1-6a   Donna Novinger, Lay Reader     
                              (Found on Pg. 352 of NT Pew Bible)                             
       



Message -                        “A Bright Future”



Offering Invitation


Offertory -                   “Arioso: Thanks Be to God”                   
*
Offertory Response -     “We Give Thee But Thine Own”        Pg. 620  



*
Offertory Prayer                                                  


*
Prayer of Dedication
                                        The Sacrament of Holy Communion

                                      (Please see the Communion Insert)


*
Hymn -               “I know Whom I Have Believed”           Pg. 409                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               



*
Benediction



*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude -                     “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                  


WELCOME TO WORSHIP:   We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Jan. Greeters

Wanda Hendershot, Ann Hale
	Jan. Acolyte

Cailey Crum

	Jan. Announcer

Arletta Thomas
	Jan. Offering Team (Team 1)*

Ed Berra, Dennis, Barb & Brooke Croutharmel


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering  if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team should take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.    
	
	Jan. 1
	   Jan. 8
	    Jan. 15 
	    Jan 22

	Lay Readers
	Donna Novinger
	Pete Bryson 
	Diane Shaffer
	Sue Faust

	Nursery Attendants
	Donna Motter
	Theresa Miller
	Patty Hummel
	Shirley Miller

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Donna Novinger
	Marie Herb
	To be announced
	To be announced


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to be a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  Please contact Dave Novinger if you are unable to teach.  
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                                                The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
                        Pastor David Guertin

                 Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (715-497-4310)
                           Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com
     Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM
      Church Office (717-896-3118)

                Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan.
  1, 2017 - New Year’s Day  -     Happy New Year!             




10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Organist - Holy Communion - Food Offering  No Fellowship Meal
                     2:00PM - Zumba 

Jan.
  2 -
Valleys Church Office and Halifax Senior Center are closed



5:30PM - Prayer Team




7:00PM - Elders Meeting



Jan.
  3 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Tues. & Wed.




6:00-8PM G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740




7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at St. Christopher L. (Lykens) - 

                          (Rescheduled to this date)
Jan.
  4 -
6:00-8PM G. S. Troop 753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba
                       No Choir 
Jan.       8 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class





10:15AM - Blended Worship - Praise Team & Hymnal





Fellowship Covered Dish Meal follows service





2:00PM - Zumba



6:30PM - Youth Group


Jan.
  9 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Wed.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Ed & Peggy Berra, Leaders)



7:30PM - Dartball - Messiah at Valleys
Jan.
10 -
5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal at Valleys




6:00-8PM - 6:00-8PM G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740

Jan.
11 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba



7:30PM - Choir

Jan.
15 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class



10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Hymnal - Children’s Ch.



Congregational Meeting & Meal follows Worship




2:30PM - Zumba
      Praise Team Rehearsal 1st and 3rd Thursdays in January at 6:30PM  
               CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday, Dec 25 - 37.
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new/change)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Ron & Sandy Zimmerman, (Home); Vickie Shoffler; Elmer Feidt; David Faust;  Pastor Dave Guertin; Ann & Tom Hale; Bob Knight, (Carol Knight’s husband); Corrine Heinbaugh; Ritchie Moorhead; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker;  Aliyia Shoop; Esther Masser; Hannah Klinger; Gail Shertzer; Tom Lauver; Pat & Richard Snyder;  Ken Klett;  Lorene Buffington, (Ken Bechtel’s sister); Tricia (Lebo) Hammaker, (Peggy Berra’s niece at 1803 Back Rd, Halifax); Shirley Harris and June Kissinger, (Donna Novinger’s aunts).
OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman; June Wiest  

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Bethany & Erick Abramson.
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
    ______________________________________________________________________________
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
     

Confirmation class – Library

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir). Please give the reports to the church secretary by Tues. January 3, 2017.
FELLOWSHIP COVERED DISH MEAL will be held next Sunday, January 8th following Blended Worship Service (since today is New Year’s Day).  Please bring a meat and a casserole or a dessert.

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL: Menu for the January 10, 2017 Community Meal will be Chicken Corn Soup, salad, dinner rolls, fruit salad, dessert, drink. Please see the sign up sheet for donations and helpers.

VALLEYS ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND MEAL will be held on Sunday, January 15, 2017 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share, (meat will be provided).
COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday, January 18, 2017 at 7:00PM.  Council members and all newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend this important meeting.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2017 during 10:15AM Blended Service.

CHRISTMAS CARDS - There are still Christmas Cards in the social room, please check for your cards.
2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES are in the foyer.

2017 FLOWER CHART is on the bulletin board.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. and Wed.   Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  January Monday Morning Bible Study leaders are Ed & Peggy Berra.  Calendar is on Bulletin board in foyer.  Next Card party is January 18, 2017.
                      SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
 ***************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.



***************************************************************
CANDIDATES FOR 2017 TO BE VOTED ON AT THE

                ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

                       ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2017
ELDERS:                            (2 year term)                    Vote for two
 
Norine Goss           
Dave Novinger      

DEACONS:                         (2 year term)                    Vote for four


Sharon Fetterhoff             Dale Faust             
 


Susan Snyder                     Leon Shaffer      

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:                               Vote for one 


Ann Cooper                    (2 year term)

ADULT SUN. SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT:     Vote for one*
     Dave Novinger      Ken Bechtel         (2 year term)

YOUTH SUN. SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT:     Vote for one*

Susan Faust           Brandi Crum       (2 year term)

* One will be Superintendent and one will be Assistant Superintendent.

SUN. SCHOOL SECRETARY:           (2 year term)   Vote for one


Dale Faust 
CONFERENCE DELEGATES:          (1 year term)   Vote for two
    
To be announced

Other candidates may be nominated for any of the above categories 

either before or during the Congregational Meeting.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                           
TREASURER: The Valleys is seeking a volunteer to assume the duties of Treasurer effective January 18, 2017, due to the retirement of the current Treasurer, Mrs. Rachael Bryson.  Persons interested in assuming this ministry, please contact Pastor Dave or the President of the Church Council.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
                                    The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Minister:
The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Minister:
Lift up your hearts!

People:

We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to our God.

People:   
It is our right and duty in all times and all places  to  give  thanks  to you,  Lord  God Almighty,  Father,  Son,  and Holy  Spirit.

Unison:

Before the mountains were born or earth or the world brought forth, you are God, without beginning or end.

 Minister:
It is now our sacred privilege to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. All who humbly put their trust in Christ and desire his help that they may lead a holy life; all who are truly sorry for their sins and would be delivered from them; all who would walk in love with their neighbors and intend to live a new life, following the commandments of God and walking from now on in his holy ways, are invited to draw near with faith and to receive this holy sacrament.


  People:

We  magnify and  praise you,  mighty  God,   heavenly King. With patriarchs and prophets and martyrs, with the holy church throughout all the world, with the joyful assembly and congregation of the firstborn on high, with  the  innumerable  company  of  angels round about your throne, the heaven of heavens,  and   the powers  therein,  we worship  and  adore  your glorious name,  joining the song of the cherubim and seraphim:

   Unison:
 (To be sung)




 
Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord God of Sabaoth;  Heaven and





 
earth  are full,  are full  of the majesty  of Thy  Glory.





 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!





 
Blessed  is  he  who  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,





 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!
  CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS:

  Minister: Almighty God,  our heavenly Father,  send down the powerful  benediction  of  your  Holy  Spirit upon  these  elements of  bread and  cup,   that being set apart from a common to a sacred  and mystical use, they may represent to us with true effect the body and  blood  of  your  Son,  Jesus Christ,  so  that  in the use of them,  through the power of the  Holy  Spirit,  we may  be made to partake really and truly of his blessed life. Amen.


People:
 Amen.


BREAKING THE BREAD AND POURING THE CUP


DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS (Served at the Altar)

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN

   Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 
blessing.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

Unison:
Almighty God, we  give  you  hearty  thanks for the goodness  you  have shown  to  us  this time, by  feeding  us,  through  these  holy  mysteries, with  the  spiritual   food  of  the  precious body and  blood  of our Savior Jesus Christ, assuring us  thereby  that  we  are  incorporated  into the mystical  body of  your  Son,  and   through  his death and resurrection  are  made  heirs  of  your everlasting  kingdom.   Grant us  the  assistance of your grace  that we  may continue to abide in the fellowship  of the saints and to serve in the world, grow daily in the knowledge and love of Christ. To Christ and you and the Holy Spirit be all honor and glory forever.  Amen.

